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Attn: Dr. Georg Thiele 

Re: U.S. Patent Application No. 10/093,970 for "Process for Stabilizing 
the Whiteness of Lignin Containing Fibrous Materials, 
Stabilizer Composition and Fibrous Materials Stabilized with 
This" 

Inventor(s): Klaus Fischer, et al. 
YourRef: 010019 BL 
OurRef: 032301.263 

Dear Dr. Thiele: 

We have received and thank you for your letter of May 11, 2004, regarding the above- 
referenced matter. 

On May 13, 2004, we prepared and filed with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, a 
response to the outstanding Office Action. Two copies of the Response, as filed, are enclosed. 

We relied on your extensive comments which were very helpful in preparing the 
Response to the Examiner. We also cited the patent statute and the rules of practice to point out 
that the office action failed to properly find that the subject matter was independent and distinct. 
The Lee case was cited in connection with the argument for keeping the fibrous material claims 
together. We did not , however, want to admit anything about the broader aspect of the invention 
as being indefinite (page 2, of your letter, lines 7-8) in view of possible file wrapper estoppel. 



LIT/862375.1 



Dr. Georg Thiele 
May 13,2004 
Page 2 



Please review the enclosed response and, if you have any questions, please let us know. 

Sincerely, 




Rot/ert G. Weilacher 

RGW/sjr 
Enclosures 
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preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time 
you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
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YOSHIYUKI SOGAWA, ET AL. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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MAY 2 1 2004 

Technology Center 2600 



RESPONSE 



In response to the Official Action dated February 13, 2004, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows: 



Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 of this 
paper. 



Remarks/Arguments begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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